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Kr. Laurence Gonzales 
Playboy f^agazine 
919 JS. Kichigan Ave. 

Chicago, 111. 60611 

Dear Larry, 

I h a nk a for your iet'cer of the 24th and the checic, I appreciate your promptness 
eyen. more because I know you then were still under time pressures, I, too, aa glad we 
had a chance to talk. I wish so such it could have been earlier. 

You and Jim inherited a sat of more ssrious problems than sitl)^r of you had any 
way of anticipating. I am sympathetic to this, dts I think Jim say not now realize it. 

Were this not true some of my coasents of a personal nature would iiavo been much stronger. 
We can't now do anything about this or your vOollactlTe, not personal) underuse of me 
once I agreed to act as consultant last year. It would have saved Playboy much and all 
of you most of the bad times you have jriad recently, i 

In my opinion you now face the seas situation, if with entirely different specifics, 
and it should befeced as rapidly as possible, I am limited agai.n in the service I can ren- 
der in knowing ziothing in advance cf what you intend to say oj£/how you will say it. The 
sooner you can let me kno,>- and 1st me think about this the better my possibilities of 
saving you what you have just gone through and not imposcibl 2 / more and worse. 

Ibis requires tiiat I trust you and write you a'bous conl’idential matters that, 
as I trusted Jim to keep confidential I also expect you to. If he hasn't told you of 
the internal situation of tiie defense and of the nature of my effort to be helpful to 
Playboy and Hay be ginnin g the end of 1974, you should know that there was a hell of a 
row over this. This internal situation, obviously necessarily confidential, is only 
one aspect of a combination of problems you do face. As a minor example of what tris 
can mean I strongly encourage avoiding present tense in any reference to the defense 
team. On the other end of the scale, be certain that Bay is looking for a chance to 
flils civil suits and not for what as he sees it is any frivolity. Jim iias some know- 
ledge of this and the internal defexise situation but he should understand that it is 
only sklmj^. 

While we can't know when tire oth circuit will rule on the appeal, Jin 
estimate is probably sometime in April. Or, after you are looked up. Ihere is no real 
liirdt to the radical changes in the situation that bec<xae possible then, if not sooner. 

If I project the doctrine I have seen in the past two pieces, if you carry it 
over into the Bay case, you are almost certain to have troubfte. I see no need for tiiis 
but I do not know anything at all about what you have in mind or, for that matter, about 
the piece Jim wrote long ago and you may now be revieing. I can make guesses that cover 
a wide range but they will be only guesses. One is the reason for Jim's trip to Baltiiaore. 
It could well be from something I told him in Hemphis and if it is I not only hope he 
succeeded but that after you are out you can let ms have copies. Assuming your piece is 
consistaat with the past two I stroirgly suggest that you put yourself in Bay's position 
and that of his defense when you will be ooKing out, witha your wide audience, at a time 
wheae/ there will be an appeal to the Supreme Gourt, which is probable however the decision 
goes, or worse, if they order a trial and the State does not appeal. This assumption 
will be based on a more dispassionate and ratio nal manner of thought thatl you should 
expect of a man who coses from a more limiting background and has ^ent so many years 
in solitary, desig|& to impair his ability to think rationally ana to break his will. 

(The failures to break his will have made him more stubborn, less wiljing to consider 
what is not his own idea or conflicts with his way of thinking and understanding.) 

You face a real possibility of costly litigation that will be costly if you do not lose. 

I t h i nk there is no need for this and take this time to prepare you to avoid it. 




Blease do not cisread this. I am not saying that Say is going to use Playboy 
as a convenient laeans to an end.Ia am saying rather that without being aware of it 
you can hart him as all the mayor media has for years and even that under some to me 
quite possible circumstances I would agree with him. He is a human being and he has not 
lost his rights and he does not want more of then whittled away. He knows nothing of 
this except that he agreed to both of Playboy’s earlier proposals, first for an intei^ 
view li m ited to bis itjr-jail conditions, which are without procedant, ana then an modi- 
fied to include only -hat he testified to in the form of an interview. It was killed 
by Bud/ Pensterwald, senior counsel. 

I have forgotten the original Playboy proposal. WTien dim told me wmt it was I 
told him dt was impossible and suggested the formula above. From this you can ande 3 >- 
stand I have a pre-existing obligation to Kay I cannot and will not violate. So you 
caii understand it oetter and how meaningldss to me mere mention of my name is, a- ter 
agreeing to be on the CSS special J. declined, angering them. However, they cresented me 
with a cosaf lict of interest I could not honorablcy meet any other way. It was no trouble 
for me to reject cosit-to-coast prime-time attention 'just whan I knew I'd hs.ve a new- 
book out. If I lace a conflict of iatei-sst between you and ?.ay acst I have no choice 
in ho*' to resolve it. But if I do you will hsvo troubles and again I think the best 
course is to eliminate them in advance. The kind cf piece '^is can writ;; and Playboy 
can be happy with docs not require any of this. It did not'with CBS, either. They 
could have accomplish ;d their r.urposes with another end not improper approach but 
bureaucracies have a stay of not thinking. 

There can be conflicts bet>;sen Playboy and me on this. I'll be explicit enouj* 
if they come up. But again, why not eliminuto them in advance? So you can Uiidarstand 
this, and this gets to part of your latter, I am responsible for the present situation 
of the Hay defense in iiaviag a>i provided tiiat defense and b) done all tne ^^ork CiE, 

Lesar did not do in it and all the investigative woudi. Basically this comes from my 
copyrighted work, Frame-Up, and subsequeiit work, which is my sork. i hat'e said 
nothing about it |»iblicly but I am most of the way throu^ a new and entirely different 
DOOiO. hot a oook on Ray. Hsu*e we face a difiei-ent set o^proolaas. X think you can see 
that nobody in my position would be willing to give his work away ajid ti’.at this new 
work puts me in an even better position to guide you.But the key to resolution in ad- 
vance is ay knowing what ;rou plan. 

So you can better understand the entire situation, the series described to me 
about a year ago -was of sn entirely differ«;nt nature. The tliffei'ent subject in an-1 of 
itself presents no conflict for me. However, with the Ring assassination, unlike that 
of JFi, there has been no real -work by anyone else except sycojiients. ill of their 
work /as already been destroyed in open court, subject to cross examination, leaving 
only min® unless you -want to tase a foolish course with a case in court. Again I 
believe this means eliminating problems in advance, not trying to rectify them -when 
it is for ail practical piu:m«>oe3 impossible. You should be abls to see the nature of 
this situation but if you feel you need more information, ask it as soon as possible. 

I am willing for the consultancy fee to fiover the entire series because, if it 
is a different series, there were changes there over -which neither you no/vUin; had 
control and because I did agree to its covering tnat series. ( I think it would be 
great journalism and -rfoula.oake a fins book if at some time in the future rlaj'bo:^ 
rstumod to that concept. ,£t has never been done to my knovrledge and wduid, I think, 
be commercially successful.) 

However, nothing was ever said or agree<^to on the use of my -work, ps,-d.d or unpaid. 
Hot only can writers not liva if tiiey give their work awaiy but in those oases a nave 
spent more than 10 unpaid and unsubsidized years doing it. Jind am most o-' the way 
througii the draf t of a nev; book. 




I do not tidnk tiiat Playi»oy wants to bo in tlie position comparable with tiiat 
on JBX, shsro you nor only aitidbuted my work to others but without even asking me 
used work it iiad tvd.ce rejected when offered to it exclusively. There is nobody there 
now who rea^bers the first, in 1967 and 19SS, but Jin knows about a year ago. And I 
do no\, thine that ay publishing ray vior.k raakes it public dorsain. On this subject, in 
fact, UiC; govemm-cnl ' s own interpretation of tlie law is tiuit eren use in evidence does 
not nullify the oopjoright. 

«or do I think you want to be in the position of asking mo to out in a limitless 
amount of new time without coapensatiffii. lour collsctive opinion of the proposal I made 
to resolve the past is that it was reasonable. If it is going to oose up again lot us 
pl^se w6rk^it out in advance. I see no^ need for it not to be amicable or in any way 
difficult. However, not isnowing what you wiU. b« doing I am in the dark. I can do no 
more than try to anticipate the possible, I tblnjc both, i-->aily aJ.l, interests are 
served by eliidnatine .any &no. all questions before they come to the crisis'of the 
recent past stags. This is why when I've been away fz/r two days and are tired I ara 
taking all this time. 

It is also necessary that i tail you ^ry schadiil.e so you can know and we can be 
other. If ytur regulaii schedule is the one of tiro past .month I isay 
veil Mr i.n New York that jwesk. I will be in Washington for a court heai'ing on the 1 5th. 
i*r03! there I will go to k3-< York, where I hove a epsoch to nak; the 17th. I have other 
work I havs^ to do there. I car,n® > '^.ow estimate how long it will take but it will be 
safer and wisa.'Vto ^uiae that X may have to be there tho entire week. I do not kriow 
where I 11 be. If I can avoid the expense oi' a hotel i must. But I do not know with 
w^ch iriends x rai^-it staj" because ax ;uy aedical situation. I do ;iot thiiik I'll oe 
able to sake use of tiie subway because of tiie steps. This limits me to where there 
is service, ^wevor, I wili 1st you iciow whore I am. To the degree possible I'll 

try to be available during: the day, but this will not be easy when my purTXJse in 
bcang ^ .4cw iOrk is to sponu tr«i days working. There will be no trouble in being 
available after 5 or 6, 



__ Aside from this I now ha’/e onlj;- a minor tire awsy 
■^'harsda;'’ aftemoon. 



rom hor.;e, this coming 



jis ^ nave cautioned Jim I caution you that ■with a long spread you are dealing 
with a breaking stoiy. How well I can anticipate how thds can infi-a^mce your pises 
depe.ki3 hS on what it will say. You can look very foolish before this in over and I 
think we wont to eliminats tiiat to the degree possible. From my own work to that 
about w.hioh I_ean say nothing I can see real pitfalls, ifhere I have a c>onf Identi.al 
relationship I^can viaualizs no situation in Khicli 1 cannot let you, Jniow all you 
have to know, I may not os able to give you reasons. I should in all cases 1 can 
now visualiae be able to tail you why witiiout details in some. 

ge«s back to wont we caiutot now do tmytiiing about exc^ipt to ieam\ from it 
..a the last siinute: kaopin,i me in the dark about what I'm supposed to advise you about. 

I stron^pLy urge you. 

I have done Isos work on the BFK and sisilace cases but I do know such about both 
^u what is not responsible or likely. Host of the HFK people have been nuts and the 
few lesponsiblea have beau inadequate, hvea the last appar^t resolution, which need 
not be the final one, is not gener-ally understood. For example, iv does hot: mean what 
the major iaedia says it does and it was not possible for the tests made to address the 
orig^^oi one fatal s.hot. This kind of thing I can explain fully enougri if it does not 
await the last ainute. r have scsse material you may want to use on both, ^ith Wallaee it 
is a little knowledge mia extensive filers of clippings. I also have the holograph of 
Bremer’s diaiy. I do not agree with Vidal on hi.s interpretation. I mention the diary 
because it say coincide with your scr concept of visuals. Mot knc«;ing what you will be 
writing on HFK I do not know what I have or have pufalishfed that you can use. You might 




want to consider what is in Post i'k>rtem beginning on page 430. I also have about two 
inches of the grajfijury proceedings. This includes some of the most important stuff. 
What I have is a isrox. 

On RPK, I thiji'C someone, perhaps Chris, should have a good understanding of the 
nature and limitations of the scientific tests, those destroyed. There is 

enou.^ for this purpose in Post Mortem. I have extensi-ve files compilsd for writing 
and for court use ou them, too_, from standard sources ranging from criminalistics 
texts to many isf ufis of the Joi^al of Poz’cusic Scieiices. If you leave this out of 
that story you will b« writing' as I do not conceive, however you write. If you delay 
it when you now have tine, you can be Euaicing a last-minute crisis. So, I invite you 
to have perhaps Ann do as she did with the JFK sehmals. She -can use my machine for the 
cost of the paper and copy whatever you say n::ed of the clippings. I have no way of 
knowing if or what research you have done but I 'a willing to be as helpfal as pos ibis. 

I do not regard the tirae this letter has takei^ as ouuside what I owe you without 
further coapensation as a consultant. Hor would i repaid any discussion we might have 
by phone, on discussions, so that we can eliminate potential problKss as outside what 
is properly included in a consultancy. However, I do believe that actual work is 
and my own work: is. As we have had no problem resolteiog this in the past I see none 
ahead and no need for the resolution to be o^her than xa what you describe as reason- 
able, I do asain oaphasize that there are what can be serious potentials in other 
aspects you and Jim may have no way of anticipating. 

V/hare you can be prepared for it I urge you to tape what may not be easy to 
remember and what in faimeos to J'im should be available to him. ^ has a close to 
impossible situation ana 1 think he is already uptight, I’m sorry about this and I 
have written liim about it. Vhore you cannot I can because I am set up for it from 
death threats and the need “to record interviews by phone. I can then mail you the 
tapes if you'd like. As a writer I have concern for Jim, from hir. ri^it to know to 
his feelings. I think we both bear him responsibilities in this regard and I for one 
want to meat them. 

We will all be better off if research people can address the RFK and Wallaee 
matters as soon as possible. While 1 do not anticipate any major medical problems I 
have a serious condition. I also bnv« tlrree active cases in court. Besides my own 
writing, which I will, as I have, laid aside for you, it would be better if I do not 
face neglecting court needs, 

I*m sorry I have had to write this off the top of the head in order to get it 
to you aa fast as possible. If there are ivay questions , please ask. 

Best, 



^sxold Weisbfcrg 




